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Phuket and BeyondPoignant, ironic, heartbreakingly sad, savagely funny.Brims with a host of

keenly-observed characters cast adrift on Phuket's sunny shores and beyond.
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As in his book "She kept the bar between them", this is a collection of stories with a generous dose

of westerners acting sometimes badly, sometimes well, along with drama, irony and humor among

the locals. You will find Americans, Australians, Europeans and Asians in various postures- some

engaging, some absurd, some heartwarming. Although the setting is "expats in Thailand", I think

anyone with a bit of cultural perspective will enjoy reading these anecdotes. As I read them, I

wondered at times if they were the product of a fertile imagination. In the end though I decided this

is the product of great study and insight. I decided "you can't make this stuff up."

There were a couple of good short stories in there, but for the most part, I found the style of writing

to be a bit pretentious and quite hard to follow at times.



The book comprises of around fifty short pieces centered on the life of various foreigners living on

the Island of Phuketin the south of Thailand.Unlike some travel writers who get bogged down in the

history of a place, Steve Rosse looks closely at the human factor and is able to see and describe

men and women just the way they are. Rosse proves to be a keen observer of the people around

him and, in his brief prose, he manages to show the readers what makes each one of us tick.

This is a very entertaining book of short stories, full of delightful and sometimes scary characters, as

they find their way through the cultural fabric that is amazing Thailand. This is the kind of book you

can read again and again, and you will, every time you want to feel the Land of Smiles within.
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